
Located on the western edge of the 
booming Hampton Roads region, Isle 
of Wight County is 319 square miles of 
natural beauty and provides an attractive, 
stable environment for businesses and 
residents. The County boasts an abun-
dance of available property, reasonable 
costs, a region-low tax rate, diverse popu-
lation, and attractive landscape.

If you value a community that values you, 
Isle of Wight County is your destination. 
Focused on the future, the County is 
committed to development having allo-
cated resources to ensure growth for the 
bene• t of its corporate and residential 
citizens. Offering a strategic location, an 
increasing population, and a vast inter-
modal transportation network, Isle of 
Wight County is rich in prosperity offering 
the promise of a bright future for all cur-
rent and future owners and tenants.

Taxes
County Wide
Real Estate:  $.65 / $100 of assessed value (effective July 1, 2011)
Machinery & Tools:   $.70 / $100 of assessed value
Business Personal Property:  $4.50 / $100 of assessed value (based on 40% of original cost)
Meals:   4%
Lodging:   2%
Utilities:   10% of • rst $1,000 (commercial/industrial consumers)
Business License:  varies based on gross receipts of business

Town of Smith! eld  Town of Windsor
Real Estate: $.16 / $100 Real Estate:  $.10 / $100
Machinery & Tools: $.15 / $100 Machinery & Tools: $.10 / $100
Personal Property:            $1.00 / $100 Personal Property: $.50 / $100

Virginia
Corporate Income Tax  6%
Retail Sales Tax   5%

Demographics
Population:  35,270 (2010 Census)
Median Household Income*:  $62,573 (2009)
No. of Households*:  13,718
Median Age: 43.8

Population and Projections
 2000 2010 Change
Isle of Wight Co. 29,728 35,270 18.64% 
Franklin 8,346 8,582 2.83%
Hampton 146,437 137,436 -6.15%
Newport News 180,150 180,719 0.32%
Southampton Co. 17,482 18,570 6.22%
Suffolk 63,677 84,585 32.83% 
Surry Co. 6,829 7,058 3.35%
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau; *American Community Survey, 2005-2009
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Labor Force
Civilian Labor Force: 813,147 Regional; 19,148 Isle of Wight County (2010)· 

Unemployment: 7.4% Regional; 7.1% Isle of Wight County (2010)· 

Military: Approximately 13,000 exiting trained personnel and 30,000 spouses· 
are available to work each year.

Students: Over 96,000 students enrolled at Hampton Roads' colleges and · 
universities. Many are available for part-time, full-time or seasonal work.

Low worker compensation rates· 

Northernmost Right-to-Work state east of the Mississippi River· 

Part of the Hampton Roads Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) - the eighth-largest · 
MSA in the southeast U.S., and the second-largest between Atlanta and
Washington, D.C. with over 1.6 million residents.

Paul D. Camp Community College Workforce Development Center, Pruden Center · 
for Industry and Technology, and Opportunity Inc. Workforce Development Centers 
offer pre-selected and company-speci• c training programs for local employers.

Major Employers
Gwaltney of Smith• eld· 
Kaiser Contract Cleaning Spec.· 
Food Lion· 
Cost Plus World Market· 
Riverside Regional Medical Center· 
Smith• eld Foods· 
Alphastaff Inc.· 
CR England, Inc.· 
Farm Fresh· 
Isle of Wight Academy· 
Richmond Cold Storage· 
Peninsula Metropolitan YMCA· 
International Paper· 
Smith• eld Station· 
Zuni Presbyterian Homes· 
Farmers Bank· 
McDonald's· 
American K-9 Interdiction, LLC· 
H&B Railroad Construction· 

Source: Virginia Employment 
Commission, 4th Quarter 2010

Isle of Wight is one of the fastest growing 
communities in Hampton Roads, and is 
proud to have a diverse mix of employers 
in established industries such as agricul-
ture/farming, food processing, health-
care, building materials, equipment 
assembly and distribution/warehousing. 
Smith® eld Foods, one of four Fortune 
500 ® rms in Hampton Roads, is located 
in Isle of Wight County.

The County has three industrial parks 
(Isle of Wight Industrial Park, Franklin 
Industrial Air Park and Shirley T. Hol-
land Intermodal Park), as well as an 
abundance of land designated for future 
commercial and industrial development. 
Having established three Development 
Service Districts (DSD) in the northern, 
central and southern parts of the County, 
Isle of Wight continues its proactive 
planning for growth while preserving the 
rural nature of the County and its signi® -
cant agricultural resources. These areas 
comprise the most suitable locations for 
future growth and development where 
businesses can be economically pro-
vided with utilities and services.

The Shirley T. Holland Intermodal Park, is 
a 1,500-acre, publicly-owned and master 
planned development designed for light 
to moderate industrial uses, such as 
warehousing/distribution operations and 
technology-driven manufacturing. Phase 
II offers over 325 acres of infrastructure-
ready, rail-served property located 
just minutes from one of the country's 
busiest transportation hubs. Its proxim-
ity to the Port of Virginia, interstates and 
highways, airports and railways make 
this highly visible acreage an emerging 
location for companies serving markets 
throughout the Mid-Atlantic and South-
eastern United States.

Agriculture and forestry are signi® cant 
parts of life and the economy in Isle of 
Wight. The County ranks third among 
Virginia counties in cotton and peanut 
production and its swine production 
industry ranks second in the state. Sum-
merwind Vineyard and Montague Farms 
are newer agriculture ventures in the 
County, which indicates that Isle of Wight 
is fast becoming the agriculture hub for 
Southeast Virginia.

Incentive Programs
Economic Development Incentive · 
Policies for Industrial, Commercial 
and Mixed-Use Developments

Corridor Improvement Grant· 
Program (Newport Development 
Service District)

Rehabilitated Commercial Real· 
Estate Exemption

Foreign Trade Zone (Shirley T.· 
Holland Imternodal Park)



Businesses in Isle of Wight County have easy access to interstate highways, air-
ports, railways, and the Port of Virginia. Because of the County's central location on 
the mid-Atlantic coast, it is within a day's drive of more than half of the entire U.S. 
population.

Isle of Wight County residents and visitors can enjoy diverse recreational activities. 
The outdoor enthusiast can sail, crab and water ski on the James, Blackwater or Pa-
gan Rivers, and Jones or Cypress Creeks. During the hunting season, deer, wild fowl, 
and small game are plentiful.
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Things To Do
Historic Fort Huger· 
Historic St. Luke's Church· 
Fort Boykin Historic Park· 
Boykin's Tavern Museum· 
The Arts Center @ 319 · 
Smith! eld Little Theatre· 
Isle of Wight Museum· 
2 public beaches, 3 marinas, 2 camp-· 
grounds, 6 public parks with picnic 
and recreation facilities, roller skating 
rink, skate park
wildlife refuge, ! shing and hunting · 
clubs, horseback riding and carriage 
services, facilities for gliders and 
ultra-light sports
Cypress Creek Golfer's Club· 

Regional Attractions
Museums, Music and Art Venues

Children's Museum of Virginia· 
Chrysler Hall· 
Chrysler Museum of Art· 
Contemporary Art Center of Virginia· 
Ferguson Center For the Arts· 
Hampton Coliseum · 
Nauticus· 
NTELOS Pavilion at Harbor Center· 
Peninsula Fine Arts Center· 

Roper Performing Arts Center· 
Sandler Center for the Performing Arts· 
Ted Constant Center· 
Virginia Beach Amphitheater· 
Virginia Air & Space Center· 
Virginia Aquarium and Marine· 
Science Center
Virginia Sports Hall of Fame· 
Virginia Zoo· 

Professional Sports
Norfolk Tides (AAA Baseball)· 
Norfolk Admirals (American League · 
Hockey)
Hampton Roads Piranhas (United · 
Soccer League)

Outdoors
Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge· 
First Landing/Seashore State Park· 
Great Dismal Swamp National Wild-· 
life Refuge
York River State Park· 

Theme Parks/Historic Areas
Busch Gardens· 
Colonial Williamsburg· 
Water Country USA · 
Great Wolf Lodge· 
Jamestown and Yorktown Historic Sites· 
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P.O. Box 80
Isle of Wight, Virginia 23397

757.356-1962 P
757.365.6271 F

www.insidetheisle.com

The County is divided into ! ve voting districts and each elects a member to the Board 
of Supervisors. The Board appoints a County Administrator and County Attorney, who 
oversee the day-to-day operations of the county and serve as chief administrative 
officer and chief legal council respectively. Local constitutional officers are the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court, Commissioner of the Revenue, Commonwealth's Attorney, Sheriff, 
and Treasurer.

The incorporated towns of Smith! eld and Windsor ope rate under a Council/Manager 
form of government. Each is composed of a Mayor and six Council members. The 
Town Manager, appointed by the Council, oversees the day-to-day operations of the 
Town.
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Electricity
Dominion Virginia Power· 
Community Electric Cooperative· 
City of Franklin· 

Natural Gas
Columbia Natural Gas· 

Water & Sewer
13 water and 3 sewer systems are · 
county-owned
Hampton Roads Sanitation District · 
provides central sewer service to 
county customers.
The center of the county, including · 
the Town of Windsor, is served by 
a major interceptor along Route 
460

Telecommunications
Verizon· 
Charter Business· 

Waste Management
Southeastern Public Service · 
Authority
Curbside pick-up and convenience · 
centers are available in some loca-
tions (for county residents only)


